THE   BAMBESI

easy thing to do, first, because there were no zebras in the
immediate neighbourhood; and second, because natives.,
suspicious as they are, would naturally jump to the con-
clusion that the request was merely a trap to find out those
in illicit possession of firearms. After the lapse of a week I
got a piece as large as a handkerchief, but I suppose that it
was too small to be any good, for after it had been boiled
for nearly a day the soup had no effect at all.

My state of mind now was such that I think I would
have accepted the help of Mephistopheles if he had offered
it, and when an old Negro, reputed to be a witch-doctor,
came up and said that he had a charm by which he would
force the bambesi, all the bambesi around the house, to
leave once and for all, I accepted his offer.

The wizard began by borrowing a few pence, with
which he bought several heads of millet; these he sprinkled
with a powder, which he had about his person, muttering
incantations, and when this was done he disposed of them
on the ground in different places, over the orifices where-
from the greatest number of ants were in the habit of
issuing. Then he stood up and gave voice to a sort of chant,
pointing and waving in the direction of the mountain-top.
Then he turned to me and said: cTo-morrow morning,
when you get up, you will find that all the bambesi have
gone away during the night in the direction I have ordered
them to go. I will come back here during the forenoon.'
Then he left.

On the following morning, when the boy came into my
bedroom, I told him, as I did every day, to go and see if
there was any fresh development among the enemy. He
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